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Opening Doors 

Today we read these beautiful texts in our lessons about being welcoming and inclusive. In 

Isaiah we hear, “my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.”   

Psalm 67 is celebrating God’s all-encompassing love.  “Let your way be known upon earth, your 

saving health among all nations. Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise 

you.” 

In Romans, Paul tells us that “…the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable” Nothing can take 
God’s gifts from us.  God’s mercy for us never stops.  No sin can cause us to lose God’s love.  
God’s plan is for all people to be under God’s mercy.  It is not that we are without sin. It is God’s 
desire that we all experience God’s Grace and Forgiveness. All God’s people are protected by 
God’s mercy.  This was accomplished through the Jesus, our Savior. 
 
All this we read and all this we are grateful to receive. Then, we get to the Gospel from 
Matthew. What has gotten into Jesus? At Bible Study the last Wednesday, one of the group, 
after reading this story said, “I almost feel like I need to scold Jesus.” 
 
This desperate Canaanite mother comes crying out to Jesus to heal her daughter. She cries out, 
“Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David;” And—did we hear right? Listen to this.  “But she came 
and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s 
food and throw it to the dogs.” Did Jesus compare this frantic mother to a dog? 
 
And after the speech Jesus gave at the beginning of our reading? It was all about how what 
comes out of the mouth defiles. And then Jesus turns around and is very cold and seems to be 
insulting to this woman.   
This woman is a very courageous woman.  She is also wise.  She doesn’t back down. She said, 
“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.”  
 
She got him. The Matthew text from the Message Bible says, “Jesus gave in. “Oh, woman, your 
faith is something else. What you want is what you get!” Right then her daughter became well.” 

I think this is a landmark moment for us. God is opening a door, a door for inclusion for all 
people. A Gentile woman stood up to Jesus and won. I really admire this unnamed heroine.  She 
shows us all, in her brave encounter with Jesus that persistence and faith are favored by God.   



Her voice called out against discrimination and marginalization. With her one powerful, in -the-
face reply, ““Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ 
table,”  she challenged the well-established male supremacy and power over the poor and 
oppressed. And Jesus heard her.  In fact, Jesus more than heard her, Jesus’ mind seems to have 
been changed.  Jesus did an about face. Why? Because of her faith.  She had more confidence 
in Jesus than he had at that moment. 

 In our text from Romans, Paul talks about the Jews, that they are the chosen people, who were 
now slamming the door on God, which left a way for all other people to come in.  It says, “There 
was a time not so long ago when you were on the outs with God. But then the Jews slammed 
the door on him and things opened up for you. Now they are on the outs. But with the door held 
wide open for you, they have a way back in. In one way or another, God makes sure that we all 
experience what it means to be outside so that he can personally open the door and welcome us 
back in.” 

She was saying, “Lord, I will take crumbs.  I know even your crumbs, are good enough to heal 
my precious daughter.”  Jesus should have known better that to get between a mother bear 
and her cub.  This tenacious woman was used to scrapping for crumbs in life.  She wasn’t afraid 
to growl for what she wanted and needed.  Her faith in Jesus’ leftovers was potent.  

. “Oh, woman, your faith is something else. What you want is what you get!” Right then her 
daughter became well.” Jesus doesn’t say any healing words to her.  He doesn’t go to her 
daughter.  The narrator of this story is the one that tells us that her daughter was immediately 
healed, Jesus just says, “Let it be done as you wish.”   

The door was opened for this brave Canaanite woman. And not only for her, but for all 
unnamed courageous mothers.  Social status, gender, citizenship, nationality, race—these 
doors were opened.  And let me go further… since then the door has been opened more and 
more by other brave women and men—gender identity, sexual orientation, all people are 
welcomed by God’s loving embrace. 

In history I can think of women like Sojourner Truth, Harriet Tubman, Rosa Parks, Michelle 
Obama, Senator Elizabeth Warren, and Senator Kamala Harris, who persisted like the Canaanite 
woman. We don’t have to agree with them, but we have to acknowledge their persistence. And 
what about those, like the Canaanite woman, who are unnamed.  What about the woman who 
come to the Mission of Grace and other food pantries in our community.   She tirelessly goes 
from place to place to get food and clothing for her children. She is brave.  Do you know how 
much courage it takes to go ask for food? 

And what about the LBGTQIA+ folks and the Black Lives Matter movement?  Courageous 
women and men are standing at the thresholds of doors opening as we claim this promise from 

Isaiah, “…my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.”   

So, Let’s get back to the Wednesday morning Bible study group.  “Do you feel you should scold Jesus?  

Well, maybe. You don’t suppose Jesus knew what he was doing?  We know Jesus uses surprising ways to 



open doors. “Knock and the door shall be open.” Well, our Canaanite woman sure knocked. And the 

door was definitely opened.  “Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.” 

 Amen. 
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