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Get Behind Me 

I want to show you one of the sweetest pictures.  These are my two granddaughters, Korbin on 

the left and Kennedy on the right. When Jake, their father, sent it to me my heart melted, yet I 

was curious. What was going on that made these two typical sisters want to walk together 

holding hands? Not usual for these two. I thought maybe one was sad and the other was 

cheering her up. But no, nothing like that. I got the back story from their parents. It seems, the 

family was walking to the post office and the girls were fighting, so—their parents made them 

hold hands. Oh, well, it’s still a sweet picture.  

This reminded me of our Gospel stories from last week and this week.  In last weeks Gospel, 

just a couple verses up from our story this week, Jesus asked Simon, Peter, who he said Jesus 

was?  Peter piped up quickly with, “You are the Messiah,[c] the Son of the living God.” I imagine 

Jesus’ heart melted when he heard this just like mine did when I saw the picture of my 

granddaughters.  The thing was Jesus already knew the “back story” and Jesus was ok with it. 

Jesus said, , “God bless you, Simon, son of Jonah! You didn’t get that answer out of books or 

from teachers. My Father in heaven, God himself, let you in on this secret of who I really am.” 

Jesus knew Peter didn’t come up with that answer without God giving it to him. That is part of 

the back story. 

 And so, Jesus went on. “And now I’m going to tell you who you are, really are. You are Peter, a 

rock. This is the rock on which I will put together my church, a church so expansive with energy 

that not even the gates of hell will be able to keep it out.” In fact, it is under Peter’s name that 

we pastors are ordained.  It is called the Office of the Keys. Because Jesus gave Peter the keys 

to the whole Kingdom of Heaven.  Can you just see Peter’s human brain swelling with all these 

honors bestowed on him by Jesus?  Peter the Rock! 

Well, not this week.  The rock on which the church is built got demoted for a little bit, to a 

stumbling block. See, Jesus was telling the disciples how he was going to be arrested and 

tortured and crucified, and on the third day would be raised from the dead.  Well, our pal, 

Peter, heard the first part of what Jesus said and flew off the handle. “Oh, no, Jesus.  This 

cannot happen!” 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23689c


Jesus let Peter have it. “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are 

setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”  

Was Jesus thinking he made a mistake making Peter the rock that Jesus’ church would be built?  

Absolutely not. It is by stumbling that we learn and grow. Jesus said,  “Get behind me!” It is 

important that these words when translated from the Greek are not the same as the words, 

although similar, to what Jesus said to Satan when he was tempted in the wilderness in 

Matthew chapter 4. The words from the wilderness temptation story, translated from the 

Greek means, “Away with you, Satan!” Jesus told Satan in the wilderness to leave, get out of 

here.  Jesus told Peter to get back in his proper place, behind Jesus.  And Peter did get behind 

Jesus, for a while. He still slipped along the way, though. 

Jesus knows we slip.  And instead of rescuing us, Jesus calls us to take up our cross, and follow 
him, get behind him.  Life is challenging, especially now.  Suffering is part of life.  Here are Jesus’ 
words from the Message Bible. “Anyone who intends to come with me has to let me lead. You’re 
not in the driver’s seat; I am. Don’t run from suffering; embrace it. Follow me and I’ll show you 
how. “ 

That is typical of all of us.   We try to fix things ourselves, without God’s help, then when we fail, 
we go to God.  That is the opposite of what Jesus has planned of us.  Yep, suffering, whether we 
choose it or not, happens and Jesus is telling us the way to handle it is to get behind him.  
Follow Jesus. Jesus will always be there ready to give us his hand and stay with us.  
You see, Christ identifies with all of our suffering. Jesus took it all on himself in his suffering and 
promises to meet us in ours. 

What does “take up your cross and deny yourself” look like? Is it holding your sister’s hand 
when you are angry with her? By the way, Jake and Kelly, my granddaughter’s parents, 
reported that by the time they got home from the post office, the girls were laughing and 
playing with each other. Their own anger wasn’t that important anymore. Could taking up your 
cross be getting behind Jesus and, to the best of our ability making decisions and act in a way 
that shows God’s love and acceptance of us and all people? God desires abundant life for all 
God’s children. “Deny yourself” is not the same as don’t even think about yourself at all, and it 
does not mean to “degrade” yourself.  God is in it for everyone, not just me and you,  and that 
is, I think, what denying yourself looks like – seeing that you and I are part of something larger, 
in recognizing that there is, in fact, no meaningful “you” or “I” apart from “us.”  We aren’t 
denying ourselves if we aren’t thinking about others.  

We saw a good example of getting behind Jesus and thinking of others with our Fresh Air 
buddy, Michael Cain, last week.  He found a special way to show God’s love to many of us by 
placing signs in our yards saying, “I am Loved.”  This beautiful sign includes a rainbow in the 
shape of a heart and an African American hand, purposely including all God’s beautiful people. 
And Michael literally went the extra mile. He drove clear up to my house, which was nearly a 
100-mile round trip, to put a sign in my yard.  Talk about feeling loved.  Thank you, Michael. 



He certainly was walking behind Jesus on this one. 

Here is my sign. 

  

When we feel bogged down by all the suffering and pain right now 
or when we feel angry at the way things are going, let’s look 
farther than ourselves and get behind Jesus and follow him. How 
can we go the extra mile and help show God’s love to everyone? 
How can we get behind Jesus and reach out to all God’s suffering 
children? Jesus paid the ultimate price on the cross and rose from the dead so that we don’t 
have to worry for our lives.  No matter what, Jesus is with us. And when I say us, I mean all of 
us, all God’s beautiful people. So, what do you say? Let’s get behind Jesus!  Amen. 

 


