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From the Bishop

One of our synod’s pastors recently asked me “What’s on your Kindle? What are you reading?” Of
course, what I am reading (and listening to while driving across this territory) says something about
where at least some of my attention is focused and what I am giving a good portion of my mental and
spiritual energy to. In fact, reading is a key spiritual, personal, and professional discipline for me. I often
encounter the Word as I wander through works of fiction and non-fiction alike. Here’s a list that includes
a couple of books I recently finished along with a few that I am currently working my way through. The
House of Broken Angels by Luis Alberto Urrea. As a Mexican-American family gathers for a weekend that
includes both a funeral and a birthday party, flashbacks reveal how each of the family members arrived
in America and portray the losses, challenges, opportunities, and roadblocks they experienced along the
way. At the same time, the story of this family’s weekend together draws the reader deep into the complexity of the joys and sorrows that make up just about every family’s life. Song of Exile: The Enduring
Mystery of Psalm 137 by David W. Stowe. As many folks know, I often quote Psalm 137 when talking
about the situation of the church today. As the landscape in which we go about mission and ministry has
changed dramatically in recent years, many of us cry out with our ancient ancestors, “How can we sing
the Lord’s song in a foreign land?” Stowe explores the amazingly wide variety of profound ways in which
this psalm has found its way into music, movies, TV shows, literature of all sorts, and a wide variety of
secular and religious communities. Building Successful Communities of Practice: Discover How Connecting People Makes Better Organizations by Emily Webber and Cultivating Communities of Practice: A
Guide to Managing Knowledge by Etienne Wenger, et al. This fall, conference deans and synod staff will
begin exploring how we might become an intentional “community of practice” and, consequently, cultivate our conference ministeriums as communities of practice. Such communities both build deep,
trusting, mutually supportive relationships among their participants and create space for them to help
each other grow in their gifts and skills for their particular ministries. Dear Church: A Love Letter from a
Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the US by Lenny Duncan and Waking Up White by Debby
Irving. Lenny Duncan is an African-American ELCA pastor. Debby Irving is a white woman. Each tells their
own story and experience with race and racism while also offering insight about confronting racism within ourselves and in church and society. Anna Pigeon Mysteries (Series) by Nevada Barr. Each of the novels in this series of mystery novels takes place at a different national park and features Anna Pigeon, a
park ranger and sleuth. Reading the series is a little like touring the parks while also getting caught up in
murders, mayhem and mysteries, as well as the complex issues and people that create and are affected
by them.
What are you reading?
Peace be with you,
Bishop Bill Gafkjen

The full report may soon be accessed via the Synod
Assembly section of the synod website: http://
www.iksynod.org}

From Your Pastor
Journal entry by Roberta Meyer —

Hello to all my friends,
Well, I am one week out on my last chemotherapy! Still a little shaky, but I know what to expect. So, I just need to be patient with this recovery process. On September 9 I am supposed
to start an oral chemo pill specifically for BRCA 1 people. It is called Lynparza. The doctor told
me most people don't have much trouble with side effects. I'm counting on that. We are now
monitoring my liver every three months and having mammograms and MRIs every six months.
Friday, August 30 I am having a sleep study. When I was in the hospital, they noticed that my
oxygen level went down when I was sleeping. So, I guess this is a good thing to have done.
This has been a hard nine months, but there have been many wonderful surprises along the
way. I have learned a lot about myself. Humility is something an experience like this teaches a
person. I have learned that it is just as important to graciously accept help as it is to give
it. That is hard for some of us to learn. Thank you to all of you who have helped me learn this
lesson.
Joys along the way:
Rainbow in the sky
riding in my paddle boat on my lake
hard boiled eggs
visits from good friends
being able to lead to more worship services in a row.
my new book by my friend, Martha
Theresa's gift of meals just when we need them most
blowing bubbles out at my gazebo (Clark calls it my zebra)
Watching Lincoln running all over the place
Korbin reading a Llama book to me. She told me, "I can read now,because I'm in the first
grade."
Kennedy turning 14
A gift of wonderful markers from my friend Lori. If you are familiar with the book by Robert
Munsch, Purple, Green,and Yellow, I am this girl!
lunches with my sister
movie night on "on Demand" with David in the bedroom
physical therapy (it has helped my headaches so much)
four wheeler rides around the farm and the country block
a visit from Martha's puppy
Wings and Rings with my family
working on a woodburning project for Lincoln's birthday
There is so much more that brings me joy!
Look for your joy today,
Love,
Roberta

Exciting News from your President!
God is blessing us with more than we could ever imagine.
Your response to our letter to church members two weeks ago has been very positive! Increased donations are starting to come. (Sunday, August 25 donations were $1896.00). Attendance on Sundays is up as well. We had 37 in church on the 25th, when Pastor Vanselow was visiting and we are seeing more visitors each week. All of us on the Council are very grateful for
each of your gifts of time, talent and money. If you are a member and didn’t get a letter from
me, please check your unopened mail for something from Grace and Peace. Or give me a call,
(509)531-1932.

GOD Is Good, All the Time! And this is an answer our prayers.
Our Mission of Grace building has needed a new roof for a long time, but we have not been able
to afford something so costly. In September the Mission of Grace will get a brand new
roof. Thank you to Ange Humphrey for her part finding this funding source! We will be
meeting with Ms. Jaimie Sheth of the JD Sheth Foundation next week to finalize the paperwork. They are providing the contractors and the financing to re-roof the Mission of Grace in
the next few weeks. Go to: https://www.jdshethfoundation.org/ to find out more about the
foundation and see a photo of our Mission of Grace. The Foundation is also on Facebook showing other things they have done.
The Mission of Grace is ALSO getting an exterior pedestrian ramp to enable people coming to the
Mission to enter the building safely. This is being donated by Dave and Roberta Meyer. Dave
will be installing the ramp very soon. This has been a safety concern at the Mission of Grace for
a long time. Special thank you to the Meyer family.
Also, our wonderful friends from Fresh Air community have graciously offered to pay to the cost
for a kitchen floor in the MOG. This is the original floor that was put in. It’s very worn and torn
in places, and in February, because of this a volunteer fell and was seriously injured in the kitchen while getting food for a patron. Thank you especially to Michael Caine for helping with this.
The front steps coming up from Elliot Street to the Haitian Church have been repaired. The top
step was beginning to separate from the other stairs and desperately needed to be repaired.
The $150.00 cost was covered by an anonymous donation from a church member.
The Mission of Grace, our signature project, is something that benefits many who have fallen on
hard times. There are still many things that need our attention at the Mission of Grace. If you
are interested in helping out with special projects, or helping with food distribution, talk to Vicki
Oshodi or Pastor Roberta.

The Preaching Schedule for the month of September is something we’ve all
been
anxiously waiting for….. Four Sunday’s in a row with our own Pastor !!!!
•
September 1- Special Guest, Pastor Dan Fugate, Assistant to the Bishop
for Discipleship.
•
September 8 - Special God’s Work-Our Hands Sunday, Pastor Roberta
Meyer along with Pastor Ange Humphrey as we rally the troops for our Lutheran Day of Service. (more elsewhere in bulletin)
•
September 15 – Pastor Roberta Meyer
• September 22 – Pastor Roberta Meyer
•
September 29 – Pastor Roberta Meyer

FALL FESTIVAL…“Donut Burgers” - MARK YOUR CALENDAR
October 7th -12th
Fun Facts You need to know about our biggest fundraiser…
That the Fall Festival is the second largest street festival in the country right -behind “Mardi Gras”?!!!
That people come from states as far away the East coast to sample
the varied and unusual food that volunteer organizations sell???
Our secret recipe was created by culinary chef, Mr. Ron Young just
for our church event!
We literally sell thousands of these sweet delicious treats that we call
…
“Donut Burgers”!!
It sounds really crazy, but being part of something this big and unique
that our church does, is really Fun!
THIS is our biggest fundraiser of the year and we NEED YOUR
HELP!
We need your help both in the booth, and at the church.
You will be getting a call from Larry Johnson -our “chef in charge of
volunteers” – Please say YES!

Dates to Remember
Waterers Needed- Toni is needing someone to water the ornamentals weekly. Please contact Toni Beumer asap
if you can assist with this.
Preaching Schedule Through Mid- September
Four Sunday’s in a row with our very own Pastor!
•
•
•
•

September 8 - Special God’s Work-Our Hands Sunday, Pastor Roberta Meyer along with Pastor Ange Humphrey as we
rally the troops for our Lutheran Day of Service. (more elsewhere in bulletin)
September 15 – Pastor Roberta Meyer
September 22 – Pastor Roberta Meyer
September 29 – Pastor Roberta Meyer

*****Special Thank you to Jeff Byrne, Gina Moore and Warren Hale for your dedicated commitment to this important ministry! Members from Fresh Air AND our Choir were there singing last month thanks to Gina’s and Warren’s invitation.
***** Everyone is welcome to join us at Walnut Creek @ 525 Bentee Wes Ct. (Behind Sam’s Club). Meet in the lobby of the resident’s home at 12:50 pm. The service only lasts about 30 min.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR: Fall Festival is October 7th -12th… a week later in Oct. Hopefully it will be cooler. It seems like
a way off, but it will be here before you know it. And we need your help.
Call Larry Johnson (812)480-6605 to volunteer early……….. OR HE WILL be calling YOU!
Here’s a new opportunity to help out that doesn’t require cooking!!. If anyone is interested in being a money pickup
person Get in touch with Toni Beumer or Linda Heidorn right away to sign up!!!
Grace and Peace CHRISTMAS BAZAAR and Bake Sale? …… would you be interested in participating in one?
I know we have some talented people in the congregation! We could start small with our folks making crafts, and bake goods to
sell. It could be fun! We’d have it in Nov. or early Dec. (At this point I'm not suggesting bringing in outside crafters to sell their
wares. For now, we'll just keep it simple.) My church in Washington had a Bake Sale/Bazaar plus a Quilt Raffle every year in November and proceeds went to their Women’s group. We could do that, or use what we make as “seed money” for the next
year. If any of you are interested in doing this, we’d need to start planning right away.
PLEASE CALL Mary at (509)531-1932 or SEE ME AFTER CHURCH, …. or call Brittney in the office and let her know you'd like me
to call you.

Midtown Neighborhood Meeting- September the 13th, 6:30pm. Brent Schmitt (or a stand in) will present about
the Walnut Street project, which will have a big impact on our Walnut Street neighbors.
Indiana's Past and Future Climate- Wednesday, September 25 at 6:30 pm in the Central Library Browning
Rooms. Melissa Widhalm, Operations Manager of the Purdue Climate Change Research Center, will cover the
latest scientific predictions for Indiana's future climate. For more information contact Pam Locker
at alandscaper@hotmail.com No reservations required
September 19-21 - Electronics Recycling at C & I Electronics, 1700 N. Lafayette Ave, 812.423.9166.

Special recycling events for Vanderburgh county residents:
September 14 - Tox away Day, 9-1 at the Civic Center parking lot .
September 19-21 - Electronics Recycling at C & I Electronics, 1700 N. Lafayette Ave, 812.423.9166.
October 18 - Shred Days, 10-1, Wesselman Park

God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is Sunday, September 8, 2019. This day is an opportunity to celebrate
who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one church, freed in Christ to serve and
love our neighbor.
This year our service project will be at the Parenting Time Center. Their missionOpened in 2009, The Parenting Time Center was a dream realized for Kathryn Kornblum-Zelle. A family
law attorney for over two decades, she witnessed family after family torn apart by custody battles
leaving innocent children victims of emotional damage. Having no professional place to exchange
children, parents resorted to public parking lots and relatives houses often resulting in the opportunity
for further conflict and even violence.
Feeling compelled to help these children and give them a safe site to interact with their parent; she
opened Parenting Time Center, the only professional supervised visit and exchange center in a
nine-county area of Southwestern Indiana, as well as Southern Illinois and Western Kentucky.
In addition we will also participate in a craft project for BraveHearts for Kids. BraveHearts for Kids is a
non-profit organization formed to make a life-or-death difference for a child diagnosed with cancer by
providing hope and Information through mentoring, information, and emotional support. This is

accomplished by educating, supporting and comforting families in this worst of circumstances, they
strive to help save children’s lives and support families dealing with Pediatric Cancer to become even
stronger than before. Our project is to color adult color pages that will be used to create special mementos for children with cancer.

Youth Group Fundraiser – A Success!
G&P Youth Group 1st ever Dinner Sale was a success. We sold 55 catfish dinners and earned a profit of
$283. Nearly all the orders were placed ahead of time. Our menu was catfish fillets, corn, green beans,
cornbread and cake.
We received rave reviews and customers are already lining up for the next dinner sale date. We promise
to do another one before the end of the year!
Thank you to all who participated: Rachel Mayes, Takiyah Stewart, Collete Morraco, Deb Toy, Mary
Wiemer; our youth – Anthony Morraco, Alijah Stewart and Ashon Stewart.

Come Join G&P Youth Group
The youth group will be starting back up on Sunday, September 15th after church. Lunch will be
served and then the kids will meet. We will have two groups: 1. Elementary Group (grades 3-5); 2.
Jr/Sr High Group (Grades 6-12). Takiyah Stewart will lead the Elementary
group and Rachel Mayes will lead the High School group.
Why send your child to Youth Group?
1. Youth need models and mentors - They need to have models and
mentors that expose or reinforce all of the spiritual truth they are learning from home.

2. Youth need community - In an age of bullying, gossip, slander and hatefulness (which can
destroy any child’s self-identity), young people need other young people who can lift them
up, encourage them and challenge them in all the right ways.
3. Youth need a mission - Youth group is a place where your child can invite their friends to
hear the gospel. But it's also a place where they can be equipped to share the good news of
Jesus with their own peers (which will help them grow in their faith!)
4. Youth need theology - Youth groups and small groups should be a place where children
can ask tough questions and even share doubts and struggles with their beliefs without fear
of rebuke.
5. Youth need a safe place where they can confess and confide – a youth ministry can
create a safe space for kids to open up and talk honestly about their struggles

Looking For Volunteers To Work Our Non-Profit Event At The Evansville Fall
Festival.
The 2nd Largest Street Festival In The Country! See Details Below

Organization - Grace and Peace Lutheran Church - 200 S Boeke Rd, Evansville, IN 47714
– Phone - 812-476-8201
Event - Evansville Fall Festival
Date of Event - October 7 - 12, 2019
Product - Donut Bank Burger, which is a fried hamburger or cheeseburger between a
sliced glazed donut that has been grilled.
Product Price - $6.00
Place of Production – In our Booth set up at the Festival on Franklin Street.
Shifts - We have 3 shifts on each day we are open.
1. 1st shift is 10am -2pm
2. 2nd shift is 2pm - 6pm
3rd shift is 6pm - 10pm
Duties include  Cashier and handing out product - 2 positions
 Prepping and wrapping donut burgers for sale - 2 positions
 toasting donuts on the grill - 1 position
frying hamburgers on the grill - 1position
Contact person - Larry Johnson - 812-480-6605 - or email larryjohnson1625@gmail.com
Larry Johnson
Fall Festival Event Coordinator

Christmas Bazaar & Bake Sale
Folks in our church family have expressed interest in having a Christmas Bazaar and
Bake Sale. Let’s meet at church on Wednesday Sept 4, 11:30-11:45 after morning
bible study to share ideas. If there is anyone interested in taking the lead, let me
know. Be thinking about a date in November or early December and how we want to
do it.
There are so many great ideas of easy crafts or bake goods we could make on Pinterest.com There’s even a possibility of someone making a quilt for us to raffle!

Feel free to call me (509)531-1932 or call the office and talk to
Brittney.
Here are just a few ideas I found for ideas. If we had any woodworkers in the congregation to cut the blank wood pieces these cute churches would be fun. I’m sure
you have other great ideas!!! It could be jewelry, sewing, crochet, knitting, or lots of
Holiday treats.

Back to School
We hosted approximately 200 parents and children for our back to
school event on August 2, 2019. It was a great time for all!
Thank you to the volunteers from Grace and Peace Lutheran Church,
Fresh Air Community of Faith, and their families for your continued
service and dedication to the Evansville community.
We would especially like to thank our generous sponsors whose
generous support made this event possible.

Junior League of Evansville
Kathie Ernspiger
Pollux Systems
Jeff McGowan-CFO/Partner
Paul McGowan-President
Beth Reger-Partner

Schulthies Insurance
John Schultz

Kim Owen and LeAnn Mindrup
Craig & Rhonda Eubanks
Pippin Dental & Braces

Back To School Event

Let’s Celebrate!!
The Mission of Grace submitted a project proposal to the JD Sheth Foundation to replace
the aging roof on our building. We are please to announce the project was approved.
The JD Sheth Foundation is a non-profit focusing on sustainable projects that create longterm impacts on communities. JD Sheth Foundation was formed in May 2015 as a culmination of work done around the world since 2010. They have completed projects in over
10 countries and impacted thousands of lives. The Foundation has built over 20 homes in
Guatemala and the Dominican Republic. They work closely with organizations in Southern
Indiana to provide support for homeless veterans such as transitional housing, transportation needs, and overall quality of life improvements. In addition they work to provide
clean drinking water by supplying water filters and fund new water wells to communities
to reduce waterborne illnesses.
The Mission of Grace is grateful to the JD Sheth Foundation for adding us to their list of
accomplishments. We would also like to thank Ange Humphries and Michael Cain for
their contributions to making this project happen.
There is more good news!! Due to the efforts of Michael Cain and a generous donor, the
Mission of Grace will also have the kitchen floor replaced. God is Good!!

September Birthdays

September Anniversaries
14— Cory & Amy Eads

02- Takiyah Stewart
10- Linda Hudson
12- Larry Johnson
12- Fran Junker
18- Callie Rogers
19- Kaleah Stewart

22– DeMario Davis
25- Alec Bannister
27- Darla Jones
27- Alijah Stewart
28- Allison Bannister
28- Ella Daugherty
30- Rhonda Eubanks
30- Joseph Thompson

We have a pastor on call if you or someone in your family is sick, shut-in,
hospitalized, or if there is a death in your family,
please call Larry Johnson, (812-480-6605)
Council member in charge of Congregational Life and Elders
or call the church office at (812) 476- 8201 and leave a message if this is not an urgent situation.

September 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
9:30- 1 Mission
of Grace
6:00 AA Mtg.

8

9

9:00 Sunday
School
10:00 Worship
with Communion

6:00 Ladies Bible
Study

9:00 Sunday
School
10:00 Worship
Service

29
9:00 Sunday
School
10:00 Worship
Service with
communion

10:00 Bible
Study

30
6:00 Ladies Bi
ble Study
7:00 Overeaters
Anonymous

12
10:45 Friends of
Compassion

13

17

Grace

6:30 Fresh Air

6:00-8:00
Community
Dinner

18
19
9:30-1 Mission 6:30 Fresh Air
of Grace

6:00 AA Mtg.

20

10:00 Bible
Study
25
26
9:30-1 Mission 6:30 Fresh Air
of Grace
Service
10:00 Bible
Study

14
9:30- 1 Mission
of

Service

23
24
7:00 Overeaters
Anonymous

11
9:30-1 Mission
of Grace

7:00 Overeaters

16
15
9:00 Sunday
7:00 Overeaters
School
Anonymous
10:00 Worship
6:00 Ladies Bi
ble Study
22

10

21
9:30- 1 Mission
of
Grace
6:00 AA Mtg.

27

28
9:30- 1 Mission
of
Grace
6:00 AA Mtg.

Church Council Members

Pastor – Rev. Roberta Meyer
President – Mary Weimer
Secretary – Deb Toy
Christian Education –
Congregational Life – Larry Johnson
Finance/Stewardship Team – Jeff Byrne

Our Mission is:
To Proclaim God’s Grace
And Share God’s Peace
Through Love
And Service
To All.
Adult Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Children’s & Youth Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m.

Property – David Meyer
Social Outreach - Vicki Oshodi
Treasurer – Toni Beumer
Worship and Music – Gina Moore

Church Staff
Pastor – Rev. Roberta Meyer
Administrative Assistant– Brittney Hay
Choir Director– Ben Daugherty

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
200 South Boeke Road
Evansville, IN 47714-1330

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Church Office: (812) 476–8201
Monday - Friday
9:00a.m. - 1:00p.m.
Roberta Meyer (812) 431-0075
Website: www.grace-peace.org
Email: gracepeacelc1937@gmail.com

