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Notes
Where God is doing new things
There were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord…So the shepherds went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them…The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.
 December 4th – Women’s
[Luke 2:8-11, 16-18, 20; Nativity of Our Lord II, Christmas Day]

Christmas Party

 December 20th – Senior Santa
We are the shepherds. A rag-tag band of nomads trying to get through each day, tending to whatever flock of responsibilities has
Gifts Due
been entrusted to us, weary and worn.
 December 20th – Mission Dinner
We are the shepherds. Surprised by good news of great joy that God has taken on human flesh, borne our weariness, swaddled our
 the
December
24th – Christmas Eve
sorrow, and flung our sin into the darkness in and through the Messiah, the Lord, the Savior, born in
city of David.
Service
We are the shepherds. Traveling again and again to Bethlehem to see the goodness and grace of God, forgiveness, healing, and hope,
new, abundant, and lasting life for us, mangered in bread and wine, cradled in our hands, sealed in our hearts.
We are the shepherds. Returning to our daily lives, the tending of flocks, wandering through the world, praising God for all that we
have heard and seen in Jesus...for us and for the world…and like the angel, sharing with other schlepping shepherds, in what we do
and what we say, the good news of great joy for all people.
We are the shepherds, dear sisters and brothers, this holy season and always, journeying to Bethlehem to meet again the child Christ
who is the good news of great joy for all.
May your Advent and Christmas journey be deeply blessed and may you bless others along the way!
+ Bishop Bill Gafkjen

Peace and Goodwill
Peace and goodwill—
That was the angel song that startled the shepherds that night.
That was the night when God’s message ignited the lives of those scraggly men,
Knocking them off their feet with news about a Savior Baby in a manger.
Peace and goodwill—
In a time when people struggle
When many are
frightened, confused, disheartened.
That message brings hope.
“God hasn’t forgotten.”
“God is right here.”
So, you, Shepherd, swoop up your little lamb
And go see for yourself.
Spread the news.
That baby boy who’s napping in the hay is
God’s promise to the world that
Peace and goodwill come for everyone!

Christmas Blessings,
David and Pastor Roberta
Christmas 2017

The Lights Before Christmas
The Lights Before Christmas was on Sunday, November 26 th. It
was an amazing night of music, love, and fellowship.

An Advent Bible Study
On Wednesdays, at 6:00 p.m. during Advent, we are having a Bible
Study titled, Mary Had a Baby. By Cheryl Kirk- Duggan and Marilyn E.
Thornton. This Bible study is based on African American Spirituals.
On November 29, we began with the Spiritual, “Mary Had a Baby.”
Following is the schedule for the Wednesdays in Advent:
December 6

“Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow”

December 13

“Go Tell It On the Mountain”

December 20

We are watching the movie, The Nativity.

Everyone is invited to come and join us on one or
all the Wednesday evenings.

The Confirmation class and the Youth Group invites everyone to help with our

canned food drive.

During the month of December, we are filling bags with

canned goods and other non-perishable food items to be distributed to hungry people
who come to the Mission of Grace.
There are

special bags in the entryway of the church to be used for collecting

these items and bringing them back to the church. On an average week we give food
to 50 to 100 individuals and families. Every week we get several new families who
need food. If buying canned food isn’t your thing, we also

accept cash

donations to be used to help those who are having hard times and need a helping
hand.

Let’s make this our

Advent project—feeding God’s people.

Mission of Grace
December Community Dinner
Please join us fora Christmas Celebration
Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
Tuesday, December 19, 2016
6:00-8:00 p.m.
A traditional Christmas meal of ham, roast turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes,
macaroni and cheese, green beans, corn, rolls, desserts and drinks will be served.
Christmas caroling, gifts for all who attend, and a visit from Santa!
Sponsored by
The Mission of Grace-An outreach ministry of Grace and Peace Lutheran Church,
And Fresh Air Community of Faith
All are welcome at our table
We are asking for a donation of a wrapped gift to distribute to those who attend
our Christmas dinner.

Secret Santa to a Senior
The holidays can be a difficult time for seniors. They are more perceptive to the passing of time, the
absence of loved ones or friends who have passed away. They may feel disconnected from children
and grandchildren who live far away. Many seniors are alone at this time of the year. The Mission of
Grace can shine a light of hope and cheer for many seniors who are lonely during the Christmas
season.
The Mission of Grace is collecting gifts for seniors who might not otherwise receive gifts this
Christmas. Each senior's gift requests is written on a Secret Santa gift tag and placed on the
Christmas Tree located in the Narthex.
Please considerer purchasing a Christmas gift fora senior who might not be remembered, lives alone,
In a nursing home, or is going through a tough time.
All gifts purchased should be returned to the church by December 19 th.
For additional information please contact Vicki Oshodi or Pastor Roberta Meyer at 812-476-8201 or
812-464-2919.

Blue Christmas Service
December 14th @ 10:30 a.m.
The Blue Christmas service acknowledges that, for
many people, Christmas is a time of grieving,
loneliness, sorrow, alienation, and sadness. This
service offers a way for people to claim those feelings
and still feel surrounded by the compassionate love of
God. Please pass the word to anyone you know who
would want to come to this service.
Refreshments will be served following the service

Grace & Peace Lutheran Church
In partnership with
Fresh Air Community of Faith
200 South Boeke Road
Evansville, IN 47714
(812) 476-8201
www.grace-peace.org

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve service will be December 24th at 10:00 am.
We are doing a Service titled “Christmas

Monologues.”

We will hear the

thoughts of several of the main characters in the Christmas Story:
We will hear from an Angel, Mary, Joseph, a shepherd or two, and a king.
We already have Mary and baby Jesus
We are asking

for volunteers to read the rest of the parts.

If you want

to help out this way, let Pastor Roberta know.
This will be a candlelight service of music, Holy Communion, the scriptures enacted, and
the baptism of our youngest little member,
This will be followed by

Vontavious Ramone Brewer Jr.

a brunch immediately after the service.

Everyone is welcome to be a part of this special service.

Christmas Eve Morning Service with Holiday Brunch
Following the morning service there will be a Christmas Brunch of quiche,
fruits, and assorted pastries and cookies. If you could bring cut up fruit or
brunch type sweets before the service that would be great!

Christmas Party
The Women’s Christmas Party will be
held on Saturday, December 9th
from 2-4pm.
Please bring a wrapped
ornament for
the ornament exchange.

Youth Group
The next youth group meeting is Sunday,
December 10th at 11:30. The youth are
doing a canned food drive for the month
of December. So please drop your can
goods by the church or contact Rachel
Mayes or Takiyah Stewart and we will
arrange pickup.

Our Church will be blessed with two Baptisms this month!
On Christmas Eve morning during our 10:00 service Vontavious Brewer and Jazzma McNary-Brewer will have their
son Vontavious Jr. baptized, AND Jazzma and her baby boy will play the part of Mary and Jesus during the service.
What a unique and special way to celebrate Jesus's birth.
On December 31st during worship service, Pastor Roberta will baptize Layla Marie Horgan, daughter of Kristan
and Justin Horgan visiting us from Fort Leavenworth, KS. Layla is Mary Weimer's youngest granddaughter.
Rejoice and pray for both these newly baptized Christians and their families.

Military Family
You've all seen Katie Marzec's picture with her two
girls in our new directory. Somehow her home address
here in Evansville was omitted from the book. Katie
and her husband, Ryan, and two daughters, (Eliana age
4, and Kyra almost 2) live at 15433 Shakespeare Dr.
Evansville, 47725.
Ryan is a Captain in the Marine Corp Reserves, and
their family has been living close to Camp Lejeune, NC
while he prepares for a ten-month tour to Afghanistan.
He will be flying out from Evansville Dec 31st. Please
pray for safe travels, and for God's love, protection
and support of Ryan and his unit until they return a
year from now.
Please also pray for Katie and her girls as they go though the
difficult year ahead.

Congratulations!!
Congratulations to Vontavious
and Jazzma Brewer on the
birth of their son
Vontavious Ramone Brewer Jr.

Council News
The Church Council asks that before planning or
scheduling any event this coming year, that you
please check with the office to be sure there is
space available, and be certain you clear it with
Pastor Roberta.
This applies to ongoing activities (bible studies, reg.
monthly meetings etc.) as well as new events. We
keep a large 12-month calendar posted on the
closet door in the office to help avoid double
scheduling spaces and conflicting activities. Please
remember that other groups use our building as
well as us. Facility use guidelines are available.

December Birthdays

December Anniversaries
25 – Kenneth & Debra Stewart

02 - Zeppelin Lawrence
03 – Tom Anderson
05 – Faith Simpson
06 – Brad Happe-Pasha
06 – Alyssia Oshodi
11 – Starr McNary
12 – Collen Furgerson
14 – Dee Dee Lawrence
20 – Vicki Oshodi
27 – Amy Eads
27 – Stacy Johnson
27 – Riahanna Miles
28 – Owen Anderson
30 – Jessica Simpson

Please contact the church if you or someone in
your family is sick, shut-in, hospitalized, or if
there is a death in your family.
Pastor Roberta Meyer, will be
available to come and visit you.
Call the church office to set up an appointment
(812) 476- 8201. Or email
gracepeace1937@gmail.com

December 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat

2
9:30- 1 Mission of
Grace
7:30 AA Mtg.

3

4

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship
11:30 Elder Meeting

6:00 Ladies Bible
Study
6:30 Overeaters
Anonymous

5
Pastor RobertaMinisterium
meeting- Faith
Lutheran in
Owensboro.
Pastor Roberta
in Evansville

10

11

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship with
Communion
11:30 Youth Group
Meeting

6:00 Ladies Bible
Study
7:00 Overeaters
Anonymous

17

18

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship with
Communion
1:00 Worship Service
Walnut Creek

6:00 Ladies Bible
Study
7:00 Overeaters
Anonymous

24
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship with
Communion and
Baptism
11:30 Christmas Eve
Brunch

12
Pastor Roberta
in Evansville

6

7

Pastor Roberta in
Evansville
9:30- 1 Mission of
Grace
10:00 Bible Study
6:00 Advent Bible
Study

5:30 Exercise
with Ange
6:30 Fresh Air
Service

13
14
Pastor Roberta in 5:30 Exercise
with Ange
Evansville
9:30-1 Mission of
Grace
10:00 Bible Study
6:00 Advent Bible
Study

6:30 Fresh Air
Service

19

20

21

Pastor Roberta in
Evansville
6:00-8:00
Community Dinner

Pastor Roberta in
Evansville
9:30-1 Mission of
Grace
10:00 Bible Study
6:00 Advent Bible
Study

5:30 Exercise
with Ange
6:30 Fresh Air
Service

25

26

27

28

7:00 Overeaters
Anonymous

Pastor Roberta in
Evansville

Pastor Roberta in
Evansville
9:30-1 Mission of
Grace
10:00 Bible Study

5:30 Exercise
with Ange
6:30 Fresh Air
Service

8

9
9:30- 1 Mission of
Grace
2:00-Ladies
Christmas Party
7:30 AA Mtg.

15

16
9:30- 1 Mission of
Grace
7:30 AA Mtg.

22

23
9:30- 1 Mission of
Grace
7:30 AA Mtg.

29

30
9:30- 1 Mission of
Grace
7:30 AA Mtg.

31
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship with
Communion and Baptism

Please call or email Pastor Roberta if you
would like to schedule an appointment to
meet with her during her office hours on
Tuesday or Wednesday.

Deadline for
January Newsletter:
Friday,
December 22nd.

Church Council Members
Pastor – Rev. Roberta Meyer
President – Mary Weimer
Secretary –
Christian Education –
Congregational Life – Larry Johnson

Our Mission is:
To Proclaim
God’s Grace
And Share God’s
Peace
Through Love
And Service
To All.

Fellowship –
Finance/Stewardship Team – Jeff Byrne
Property – David Meyer
Social Outreach - Vicki Oshodi
Treasurer – Toni Beumer
Worship and Music – Gina Moore

Adult Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m.

Church Office: (812) 476–8201
By appointment
Pastor Roberta Meyer (812) 431-0075
Website: www.grace-peace.org
Email: gracepeacelc1937@gmail.com

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
200 South Boeke Road
Evansville, IN 47714-1330
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